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Three Mile Island in Pennsylvania in 
1979 and the far more serious malfunc-
tions in Ukraine at Chernobyl in 1986, 
which had severe health implications 
for thousands of inhabitants and ren-
dered a significant amount of sur-
rounding land unusable and 
uninhabitable due to contamination. 
The more recent meltdowns in Japan 
resulting from the 2011 tsunami, how-
ever, may prove to be an important 
watershed in terms of support for the 
nuclear energy option, due to concern 
over the limits of efforts to ensure the 
safety of these production facilities. Not 
long after the Japanese tragedy, Ger-
many announced that it would severely 
curtail its nuclear energy activities and 
move to phase out nuclear energy pro-
duction by 2022. A number of other 
countries also indicated that they would 
review their policies.

Energy disasters are not limited to 
the nuclear arena and can affect both 
air and water supplies as well. The 
harvesting of natural resources for 
energy has had its own set of chal-
lenges and disasters. A gas plant leak 
in Bhopal, India, in 1984 killed 3,800 
people and sickened several thou-
sand.31 The explosion on the BP 

Deepwater Horizon oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010 killed eleven workers 
and resulted in roughly 5 million barrels of oil spilled into the water.

The Human Factor: Contributing  
to the Tragedy

In our efforts to sustain ourselves and to provide for our basic needs, we have 
both purposefully and inadvertently contributed to the fouling of our environ-
ment. Among the more significant ways this destruction has occurred has been 

Where Do You Get Your 
Food?

Have you ever grown your own food?

a.	 Yes, my garden is my main source of vegetables.

b.	 Yes, I plant a few herbs or other edibles.

c.	 No

Where do you shop for your food?

a.	 local grocery store

b.	 local wholesale store

c.	 online delivery service

d.	 specialty markets

e.	 farmer’s market

How many times do you go to the grocery store a week?

a.	 once

b.	 twice

c.	 three or more times

How much of your food is fresh, and how much of it is packaged?

a.	 almost all fresh

b.	 half fresh, half packaged

c.	 mostly packaged

Do you buy organic foods?

a.	 Yes, I buy organic fresh and packaged foods.

b.	 Yes, I buy organic fresh foods such as vegetables.

c.	 Yes, I buy organic packaged foods.

d.	 No, I don’t buy organic.

How Do You
Connect?


